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Today, mostly sunny, chilly early, 
cool in the afternoon, high 56. To- 
night, partly cloudy, low 43. Tomor- 
row, sunshine giving way to clouds, 
high 55. Weather map, Page C8. 
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A view Monday of the White House, where officials addressed the indictment of Paul Manafort, left, a former Trump campaign 
chairman, and his associate Rick Gates. George Papadopoulos, right, a former campaign adviser, was cooperating with prosecutors. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Investigation Takes On Gravity 
In Dangerous Phase for Trump 


By PETER BAKER 


WASHINGTON — Shortly 
after his former campaign chair- 
man marched into an FB.I. office 
to face criminal charges on Mon- 
day, President Trump took to 
Twitter to dismiss their rele- 
vance: “There is NO COLLU- 
SION!” 

Yet even as his message went 
out to more than 41 million fol- 
lowers, news emerged that the 
authorities were unsealing an- 
other case that described how a 
young foreign policy adviser 
spent months seeking to connect 


Mr. Trump’s campaign with 
Russians offering “dirt” on Hilla- 
ry Clinton. 

The first charges filed by 
Robert S. Mueller III, the special 
counsel, did not implicate Mr. 
Trump but collectively amounted 
to a political body blow to a pres- 
ident who has spent months 
insisting that Mr. Mueller’s in- 
vestigation was nothing more 
than a “witch hunt” based on a 
“hoax” invented by Democrats 
and the news media. 


Continued on Page Al4 


‘Trump Team Got Early Word 
Of Russian ‘Dirt’ on Clinton 


By SCOTT SHANE 


WASHINGTON — The guilty 
plea of a 30-year-old campaign 
aide — so green that he listed 
Model United Nations in his quali- 
fications — shifted the narrative 
on Monday of the Trump cam- 
paign’s interactions with Russia: 
Court documents revealed that 
Russian officials alerted the cam- 
paign, through an intermediary in 
April 2016, that they possessed 
thousands of Democratic emails 
and other “dirt” on Hillary Clin- 
ton. 

That was two months before the 
Russian hacking of the Democrat- 
ic National Committee was pub- 


licly revealed and the stolen 
emails began to appear online. 
The new court filings provided the 
first clear evidence that Trump 
campaign aides had early knowl- 
edge that Russia had stolen confi- 
dential documents on Mrs. Clin- 
ton and the committee, a tempting 
trove in a close presidential con- 
test. 

By the time of a crucial meeting 
in June of last year, when Donald 
Trump Jr. and other senior Trump 
campaign officials met with a Rus- 
sian lawyer offering damaging in- 
formation on Mrs. Clinton, some 

Continued on Page A15 


In the Land of the Croissant, They Can't Believe There's No Butter 


By AURELIEN BREEDEN 


PARIS — It’s hard to imagine a 
country where butter is taken 
more seriously than it is in France. 

It’s a staple of sauces and bak- 
ing, alike. Without it, the croissant 
would be a leaden mass of flour, 
and the jambon-beurre sandwich 
missing a certain something. The 
Rouen Cathedral is said to have 
been built in part on the back of 
butter fees, and even today, in the 
western region of Brittany, salted 
butter is something of a religion. 

So an empty butter shelf in 
France is like a dry baguette: 
deeply disconcerting. 

But with a slump in European 
dairy production and a surge in 
world demand, that is exactly 
what some French are encoun- 
tering in their stores. 

Alarmed by news reports about 
the shortage, Laurence Meyre, a 
53-year-old professor shopping in 
a supermarket in southern Paris 
one recent morning, said she had 
made sure to stock up. “I thought 
to myself: Not having butter in 
France, that’s appalling,” she said. 

In truth, the shortages, though 
noticeable nationwide, have been 
sporadic, and France gives no ap- 
pearance of grinding to a halt. But 
in a country that by some meas- 
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Shortages, though noticeable across France, are sporadic, and shoppers stock up when they can. 


ures consumes more butter per 
head than anyplace else, that is a 
fine point. 

And so French news outlets are 
giving advice on how to replace 
butter or to churn your own. One 


headline asked whether there 
would be butter for Christmas. 
The agriculture minister faced 
questions in Parliament. Online, 
shoppers shared pictures of 
empty shelves, and jokers ran 


fake advertisements offering 
small amounts of butter for ludi- 
crous prices. Inevitably, a 
#BeurreGate hashtag popped up. 
Last year, France consumed 
Continued on Page A7 
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MUELLER INQUIRY 
UNVEILS CHARGES 
AND A RUSSIA LINK 


Manafort Indicted — 


A Campaign Aide 


Pleads Guilty to Lying to the F.B.I. 


This article is by Matt Apuzzo, 
Adam Goldman, Michael S. 
Schmidt and Matthew Rosenberg. 


WASHINGTON — The special 
counsel, Robert S. Mueller III, an- 
nounced charges on Monday 
against three advisers to Presi- 
dent Trump’s campaign and laid 
out the most explicit evidence to 
date that his campaign was eager 
to coordinate with the Russian 
government to damage his rival, 
Hillary Clinton. 

The former campaign chair- 
man, Paul Manafort, surrendered 
to the FB.I. and pleaded not guilty 
to charges that he laundered mil- 
lions of dollars through overseas 
shell companies — using the 
money to buy luxury cars, real es- 
tate, antique rugs and expensive 
clothes. Rick Gates, Mr. Man- 
afort’s longtime associate as well 
as a campaign adviser, was also 
charged and turned himself in. 

But information that could 
prove most politically damaging 
to Mr. Trump came an hour later, 
when Mr. Mueller announced that 
George Papadopoulos, a former 
foreign policy adviser to the 
Trump campaign, had pleaded 
guilty to lying to the F.B.I. and was 
cooperating with investigators. In 
court documents released on 


Monday, federal investigators 
said they suspected that Russian 
intelligence services had used in- 
termediaries to contact Mr. Pa- 
padopoulos to gain influence with 
the campaign, offering “dirt” on 
Mrs. Clinton in April 2016 in the 
form of “thousands of emails.” 
Mr. Papadopoulos secretly 
pleaded guilty weeks ago to lying 
to the FB.I. about those contacts 
and has been cooperating with Mr. 
Mueller’s prosecutors for months. 
Monday’s dramatic announce- 
ments capped months of specula- 
tion about which of Mr. Trump’s 
campaign advisers might be first 
to be charged by Mr. Mueller, and 
they seemed to be a sign that the 
special counsel’s investigation is 
nowhere close to complete. 
“There’s a large-scale, ongoing 
investigation of which this case is 
a small part,” Aaron S.J. Zelinsky, 
a prosecutor on Mr. Mueller’s 
team, said at Mr. Papadopoulos’s 
plea hearing this month. The tran- 
script of the hearing was released 


on Monday. 
It is now clear, from Mr. Pa- 
padopoulos’s admission and 


emails related to a meeting at 
Trump Tower in June 2016, that 
the Russian government offered 


Continued on Page Al4 


Judge Blocks 


Transgender 
Military Ban 


By DAVE PHILIPPS 


A federal judge on Monday tem- 
porarily blocked a White House 
policy barring military service by 
transgender troops, ruling that it 
was based on “disapproval of 
transgender people generally.” 

Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly of 
the Federal District Court for the 
District of Columbia found the ad- 
ministration’s justification for the 
ban, which was set to take effect in 
March 2018, to be suspect and 
likely unconstitutional. She ruled 
that the military’s current policy 
should remain in place. 

“There is absolutely no support 
for the claim that the ongoing 
service of transgender people 
would have any negative effective 
on the military at all,” the judge 
wrote in a strongly worded, 76- 
page ruling. “In fact, there is con- 
siderable evidence that it is the 
discharge and banning of such in- 
dividuals that would have such ef- 
fects.” 

Judge Kollar-Kotelly noted that 
the White House’s proposed poli- 
cies likely violated the equal pro- 
tection clause of the Constitution, 
writing that “a number of factors 
— including the sheer breadth of 
the exclusion ordered by the di- 
rectives, the unusual circum- 
stances surrounding the Presi- 
dent’s announcement of them, the 
fact that the reasons given for 
them do not appear to be sup- 
ported by any facts, and the recent 
rejection of those reasons by the 
military itself — strongly suggest 
that Plaintiffs’ Fifth Amendment 
claim is meritorious.” 

Monday’s ruling was seen as an 
encouraging step for supporters. 
It stops a plan to discharge all 
transgender troops, allows cur- 
rent transgender troops to re-en- 
list and permits transgender re- 
cruits to join the military starting 
in January. 

“She basically wiped the slate 
clean,” said Shannon Minter, a 
lawyer at the National Center for 
Lesbian Rights who represented 
the plaintiffs, adding that while 


Continued on Page A18 


Moderate Seen 
As Leading Pick 
For Helm of Fed 


By MAGGIE HABERMAN 
and BINYAMIN APPELBAUM 


WASHINGTON — President 
Trump is expected to nominate Je- 
rome H. Powell as the next chair- 
man of the Federal Reserve, re- 
placing Janet L. Yellen, whose 
term expires early next year, ac- 
cording to two people familiar 
with the plans. 

Mr. Powell, a Fed governor 
since 2012, is a Republican with 
deep roots in g 
the party’s es- 
tablishment 
and in the fi- 


nancial indus- 
try. He has 
steadily sup- 


ported Ms. Yel- 
lens approach 
to monetary 
policy and fi- 
nancial regula- 
tion, creating an expectation that 
he would be unlikely to attempt 
large or sharp changes in the 
Fed’s course. 

One White House official de- 
scribed Mr. Powell as a “safe” 
choice as well as the candidate 
who most closely fit Mr. Trump’s 
penchant for filling top jobs with 
characters from “central casting,” 
as he has often put it. 

Both people familiar with the 
president’s thinking, who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity, 
cautioned that Mr. Trump was no- 
toriously mercurial and liked cre- 
ating drama around important 
personnel decisions. However, 
both said the president appeared 
set on Mr. Powell. An announce- 
ment could come as soon as 
Thursday, after the Fed wraps up 
a two-day policy meeting on 
Wednesday and before Mr. Trump 
leaves on Friday for a 12-day Asia 
trip. 

The choice would cap an unusu- 
ally public selection process, dur- 
ing which the president has 
openly discussed his views of var- 
ious candidates, asked Republi- 
can senators to vote by raising 
their hands for those under con- 
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Accusations Reach to the 1970s 
Previously undisclosed accounts broad- 
en the time frame of assault claims 

against Harvey Weinstein. PAGE A9 


Tech Reveals Russian Scope 


Facebook, Google and Twitter disclose 
how widely the Russians used their 
platforms in the 2016 election. PAGE Bl 


Too Many Fast Food Places 


A glut of outlets is causing slumping 
sales and faltering businesses. PAGE Bl 


NEW YORK A19-21 
Detectives Charged With Rape 


Two officers were accused of sexually 
assaulting a teenager handcuffed inside 
a police van in Brooklyn. PAGE A19 


INTERNATIONAL A4-8 ARTS C1-7 SCIENCE TIMES D1-8 


Catalan Leader in Belgium 

Watchers suggested Carles Puigdemont 
may seek political asylum or try to form 
a government in exile. PAGE A4 


10 Days of Thelonious Monk 


North Carolina’s Monk@100 festival 
showed why he is jazz’s most popular 
composer to cover. PAGE C4 


Shrinking Marine Reserves 

The Trump administration is consider- 
ing opening up vast areas in the Pacific 
Ocean to commercial fishing. Many 
scientists are displeased. PAGE D1 
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SPORTSTUESDAY B7-11 
A 13-12 Game That Had It All 


Game 5 of the World Series left fans and 
players breathless. On Baseball. PAGE B7 


OBITUARIES B12-13 
American Indian Rights Leader 


Dennis J. Banks, who led insurrections 
to protest injustices, was 80. PAGE B12 


Who Betrayed Anne Frank? 


An array of modern techniques is being 
used to try to solve one of history’s 
most famous cold case files. PAGE A7 


Reading by the Numbers 


The literary critic Franco Moretti uses 
computers to analyze books. What has 
that approach added up to? PAGE Cl 
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